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practical proposition, except possibly after further prolonged
conflict. It is very striking that after the recent war, which was-
expected to touch off a whole series of communist revolutions^
communism has in fact expanded only so far as the Red Army
has marched, and it is fairly clear that if the Red Army marches
much further it will provoke another world war.
This criticism of the Soviet Union will perhaps arouse some:
opposition, but it is not new and is unquestionably well founded.
We cannot doubt the predominant opinion of the great number
of able and in large part favourably inclined observers who-
have reported from first hand on the Soviet Union. For fifteea
years past these observers have been pretty consistently critical-
Apart from their testimony we have the public facts of Soviet
domestic and foreign policy, which together make a picture
which is not attractive enough to win the support of normal
cultured people abroad. . It is not convincing to attribute this-
coolness to the influence of vested interests or propaganda. The;
broad truth cannot be hidden, though as Burnham has remarked
there is no way to make anyone see who has decided ia
advance to keep his eyes shut. We Jiave also the unquestion-
able fact that the Soviet occupation in Europe has been very
unpopular. Manual workers are a different matter, but the-
middle-class people who become active members of the
communist movement abroad are few, and it is reasonable to-
suspect, are in many cases swayed by subjective, often neurotic
impulses, while the movement is now relying less on its basic
principles than on nationalism and other emotion-rousing
stunts.
Probably the conditions in Russia thirty years ago left the
communist leaders no alternative, but it is characteristic of their
outlook to attempt by way of change only the minimum which
the "objective conditions" made necessary and to overlook
what people would be likely to want. Roy makes the interesting;
remarks that the ultimate root of this mistaken policy is the-
underestimation of ideas. The underestimation of ideas is m
fact explicitly professed in the post-revolutionary communist
philosophy, in what is sometimes declared to be its fundamental
principle, "the unity of theory and practice, with practice-
primary". This principle is clearly a very dangerous one. It